
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
12 March 2020 

 

ATP SUSPENDS TOUR FOR SIX WEEKS DUE TO PUBLIC 
HEALTH & SAFETY ISSUES OVER COVID-19  
 
LONDON — The ATP has announced a six-week suspension of the men’s professional tennis tour due to 
escalating health and safety issues arising from the global outbreak of COVID-19. The suspension means 
all ATP Tour and ATP Challenger Tour events scheduled up to and inclusive of the week of April 20 will not 
take place. 
 
Following the recent cancellation of the BNP Paribas Open in Indian Wells, the affected ATP Tour events 
are the Miami Open presented by Itau, the Fayez Sarofim & Co U.S. Men’s Clay Court Championships in 
Houston, the Grand Prix Hassan II in Marrakech, the Rolex Monte-Carlo Masters, the Barcelona Open Banc 
Sabadell, and the Hungarian Open in Budapest. 
 
The six-week suspension comes in the wake of the World Health Organization’s declaration on Wednesday 
that COVID-19 constitutes a global pandemic and the 30-day travel restriction announced by the United 
States for foreign nationals from 26 European countries. The suspension follows numerous local government 
orders on restrictions, bans or cancellations of public gatherings or events.  The ATP has been closely 
monitoring the rapidly evolving situation related to COVID-19, taking advice from medical experts and travel 
advisors and consulting with all local regulatory authorities, and will continuously review the feasibility of 
subsequent events in the calendar. 
 
Andrea Gaudenzi, ATP Chairman, said: “This is not a decision that was taken lightly and it represents a great 
loss for our tournaments, players, and fans worldwide. However, we believe this is the responsible action 
needed at this time in order to protect the health and safety of our players, staff, the wider tennis community 
and general public health in the face of this global pandemic. The worldwide nature of our sport and the 
international travel required presents significant risks and challenges in today’s circumstances, as do the 
increasingly restrictive directives issued by local authorities. We continue to monitor this on a daily basis and 
we look forward to the Tour resuming when the situation improves. In the meantime, our thoughts and well-
wishes are with all those that have been affected by the virus.” 
 
The suspension of ATP events takes place with immediate effect, meaning this week’s ATP Challenger 
tournaments in Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan, and Potchefstroom, South Africa, are not able to be completed. 
 
The ATP is carefully reviewing the broad impact of this evolving situation related to FedEx ATP Rankings 
points, and any decisions will be announced in due course. In addition, in full collaboration with the ITF, 
FedEx ATP Rankings points will not be available at any ITF World Tennis Tour events during the suspension 
period. 
 
# # # 
 
Media contacts:  
Simon Higson, simon.higson@atptour.com  
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The ATP is the governing body of the men's professional tennis circuits — the ATP Tour, the ATP Challenger 
Tour and the ATP Champions Tour. With 64 tournaments in 30 countries, the ATP Tour showcases the finest 
male athletes competing in the world’s most exciting venues. From Australia to Europe and the Americas to 
Asia, the stars of the 2020 ATP Tour will battle for prestigious titles and FedEx ATP Rankings points at ATP 
Masters 1000, 500 and 250 events, as well as Grand Slams (non-ATP events). The 2020 season launched 
in January with the inaugural ATP Cup in Australia and will culminate with only the world’s top 8 qualified 
singles players and doubles teams competing for the last title of the season at the Nitto ATP Finals in 
November. Held at The O2 in London, the event will officially crown the 2020 ATP World No. 1. For more 
information, please visit www.ATPTour.com.     

http://www.atptour.com/

